
 

  The Year of Saint Joseph 

December 8, 2020—December 8, 2021 

Journey with St. Joseph 

Diocese of  Altoona-Johnstown 

Saint Joseph,                                                                                            

the Guardian                                                                                              

of the Holy Family 

St. Joseph Church, Williamsburg: All are welcome!                                                                                                  

Each Saturday: Confessions: 4:30 pm  Mass 5:00 pm  

Each Sunday: Confessions: 8:30 am  Mass 9:00 am              

WEBSITE: www.webparish.com/aj/Joseph-Wmbg/  

Saint Joseph Mission Church at Hart’s Sleeping Place,                         

Sundays: May 2, June 6, July 4, August 1, September 5.    

Outdoor Mass with Bishop Mark on Sunday, August 1 at 

4:00 pm; Confessions 1:00 pm– 3:00 pm                                                

WEBSITE: www.sjmc1830.com 

       SPECIAL PRAYERS AND LITURGIES 

Saint Joseph, Renovo: Special Mass at 3:00 pm on Saturday 

June 26 of the 3 day parish festival June 25, 26, 27                                 

All are welcome every weekend                                                         

WEBSITE: www.stjosephchurchrenovopa.org 

Saint Joseph, Bellwood: Saint Joseph Triduum: September, 9 

and 10 Confession 5:00 pm, Mass 6:00 pm , September 11, 

Confessions 3:30 pm, Mass 4:00 pm with Bishop Mark      

Outdoor Mass 9:00 am Sunday, September 12, with Saint 

Joseph Table Social to follow. All are welcome every weekend 

for Mass WEBSITE:  www.saintjosephbellwood.org 

Carmelite Community of the Word, Incarnation Center,    

Sunday, September 19, 2:00 - 5:00 pm Reflection on               

St. Joseph,  Outdoor Prayer Pavilion, Sr. Marilyn Welch, CCW                                                 

WEBSITE: www.ccwsisters.org 

Prayer to the Sleeping Saint Joseph and                                                

Ancient Novena Prayer 

Oh St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so                   

prompt before the throne of God.  I place in you all my interest 

and desires. Oh St. Joseph, do assist me by your powerful inter-

cessions and obtain for me from your Divine Son all spiritual                          

blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.                                                                  

 So that having engaged here below your heavenly power,   

I may offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving                          

Fathers. Oh St. Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you and 

Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while he reposes 

near your heart.                                                                                             

 Press him in my name and kiss his fine head for me and 

ask him to return the kiss when I draw my dying breath,                                                    

 St. Joseph, Patron of departing souls, pray for me and                        

my loved ones.  Amen. 

                                Saint Joseph the Worker 

O God, Creator of all things, who laid down for the human 

race the law of work, graciously grant that by the example 

of Saint Joseph and under his patronage, we may com-

plete the works you set us to do and attain the rewards 

you promise. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, December 8, 2021   

Year of St. Joseph Closing Mass 5:30 pm 

www.dioceseaj.org 

  Memorare to Saint Joseph 

Remember, O  Most Chaste spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was 
left unaided.                                                                                                      
 Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, my                       
spiritual father, and beg your protection. O Foster Father of 
the Redeemer, despise not my petitions, but in your good-
ness hear and answer me. Amen. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-03/pope-francis-belgian-college-saint-joseph-priests-pastors.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-03/pope-francis-belgian-college-saint-joseph-priests-pastors.html
https://www.webparish.com/aj/Joseph-Wmbg/
http://www.stjosephchurchrenovopa.org
http://www.saintjosephbellwood
http://www.ccwsisters.org


 

 

Except for St. Joseph Mission Church, you need not wait                    

for a special event to make a visit. Please go to the parish   

website for the  full Mass and Confession schedule                                  

so you can plan your days. 

Pope Francis wrote a beautiful letter about 

Saint Joseph titled Patris corde within the 

backdrop of the Covid 19 Pandemic.  In English 

this means  “With A Father’s Heart.”               

He shared this Apostolic Letter on December 8, 2020 

on the 150th  Anniversary of Saint Joseph being named as the Patron 

Saint of the Universal Church.  Pope Francis declared that the Catholic 

Church would celebrate one full year dedicated to Saint Joseph starting 

from that day. His hope is that through St. Joseph, the Catholic Church  

could bring the world to a sense of hope, quiet courage, strength and 

faith in the Lord during this Pandemic, and in the future. 

The Year of Saint Joseph was decreed as a special year in which the faith-
ful can be granted a Plenary Indulgence. An indulgence is linked to the 
jubilee themes of release, reconciliation and forgiveness of sins.   

“ ‘the faithful will have the opportunity to commit themselves with       
prayer and good works, to obtain, with the help of St. Joseph, head of    
the Heavenly Family of Nazareth, comfort and relief from the serious  
human and social tribulations that besiege the contemporary world to 
day’.” (Church Grants Plenary Indulgence for the Year of St. Joseph, Vatican News 

article, December 8, 2020,Vatican City.)                                                                                

Due to the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Holy See made 
provision that persons who are currently unable to go to Mass or confession 
because of public health restrictions may defer reception of those two sac-
raments until they are able to do so. Those who are sick, suffering, or 
homebound may also receive the plenary indulgence as much as they are 
able and by offering their sorrows and sufferings to God through Saint    

Joseph, consoler of the sick and patron saint for receiving a good death. 

(http://Creativecommons.org/licenses) 

                                          Litany of Saint Joseph 

Lord, have mercy. Lord have mercy.                                                                           

Christ, have mercy. Christ have mercy.                                                                  

Lord, have mercy, Lord have mercy.                                                                                       

Christ, hear us. Christ graciously hear us.  

God, the Father of heaven, have mercy on us. God the Son, Redeemer of    

the world, have mercy on us. God the Holy Spirit, have mercy on us.                                  

Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. Holy Mary, pray for us.                                

Saint Joseph, pray for us. Noble Offspring of David, pray for us. Light of    

Patriarchs, pray for us.  Spouse of the Mother of God, pray for us.                         

Chaste Guardian of the Virgin, pray for us. Foster-Father of the Son of God, 

pray for us. Zealous Defender of Christ, pray for us. Head of the Holy Family, 

pray for us. Joseph Most Just, pray for us. Joseph Most Chaste, pray for us. 

Joseph Most Prudent, pray for us. Joseph Most Courageous, pray for us. 

Joseph Most Obedient, pray for us. Joseph Most Faithful, pray for us.                 

Mirror of Patience, pray for us. Lover of Poverty, pray for us. Model of 

Workman, pray for us. Glory of Domestic Life, pray for us. Guardian of     

Virgins, pray for us. Pillar of Families, pray for us, Comfort of the Afflicted, 

pray for us. Hope of the Sick, pray for us. Patron of the Dying, pray for us.   

Terror of Demons, pray for us. Protector of the Holy Church, pray for us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Spare us, O Lord.                     

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, Graciously hear us,                          

O Lord. Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,                                               

Have mercy on us.            

V. He has made him Lord of his household,                                                                                  

R. And prince of all his possessions.          

Let us pray. O God, who, in your loving providence, chose Blessed Joseph     

to be the spouse of your most Holy Mother, grant us the favor of having       

him for our intercessor in heaven, whom on earth we venerate as our                      

protector. You, who live and reign forever and ever. Amen.   

                               Conditions of Year of Saint Joseph 

 Meditate for at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer or par-
ticipate in a spiritual retreat that includes a meditation on 
Saint Joseph 

 Perform a corporal or spiritual work of mercy, inspired by the 
life and example of Saint Joseph 

 Pray the rosary together as a family, an engaged or married 
couple, modeling the virtues of the Holy Family 

 Dedicate with confidence daily work to the protection of 
Saint Joseph the Worker, including the efforts of those who 
are unemployed, underemployed, or seeking more dignified 
work 

 Devoutly recite the Litany of Saint Joseph or another suitable 
prayer in each liturgical tradition for the intentions of all 
those persecuted in the Catholic Church and for the relief of 
all Christians who suffer persecution, around the world. 

 Devoutly recite an approved prayer to Saint Joseph on vari-
ous feasts or on the 19th day of each month, or each Wednes-
day, traditionally dedicated to honor him. 

Making a pilgrimage to a designated site is a traditional manner 
to fulfill prayerful actions. Local sites : 

 Saint Joseph Church, Bellwood                                 

 Saint Joseph Church, Renovo,  

 Saint Joseph the Worker Church, Williamsburg  

 Saint Joseph Mission Church at Hart’s Sleeping Place,                                   
Carrolltown 

                  THEOLOGY OF INDULGENCE    

“Once sin has been forgiven or pardoned, in 
Sacramental Confession,  there is still a rupture 
in the human person's personal relationship 
with God. A deep interior renewal of the person 
is still needed. This deep journey of conversion 
is a process that continues throughout the 
Christian life; recognition of sin, contrition, re-
pentance, forgiveness, and ongoing personal 
renewal and healing.” [(Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, Number 1471), http://www.dioceseaj.org/Year of 
St. Joseph/Plenary Indulgence] 

 Usual Conditions for the Plenary Indulgence  

1. Celebrate Sacramental Confession (going to Confession within 20 

Days before or within 20 days after the indulgence is sought). A person 

Should be of the spirit that is sincerely and willfully detached from any 

sin, mortal and venial. 2. Receive Holy Communion while participating            

fully, actively, and consciously at Mass.  3. Pray for Pope’s needs and 

intentions: Apostles Creed, Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. 

Statuary, St. Joseph    

Church, Renovo 


